
CITY AND TOWN OF GENEVA 
                                    ANNUAL JOINT MEETING                          DRAFT 

NOVEMBER 19, 2014 
ALBRIGHT AUDITORIUM 

HOBART AND WILLIAM SMITH COLLEGES 
GENEVA, NEW YORK 

PRESENT: Town- Supervisor Mark Venuti; Councilmember Richard Larsen, Councilmember Melissa Nault, 
Councilmember Mark Palmieri and Town Clerk Lorrie S. Naegele.  ABSENT: Councilmember Patrick Malcuria.  

PRESENT: City- Mayor Ron Alcock, Councilor at-Large Tony DiCostanzo, Councilor at-Large Jackqueline Augustine, 
First Ward Councilor Ron Martino, Second Ward Councilor Paul D’Amico, Third Ward Councilor Steve Valentino, Fourth 
Ward Councilor R. Ken Camera, Fifth Ward Councilor Jason Hagerman, Sixth Ward Councilor John Greco, City Manager 
Matt Horn and City Clerk Doris Myers.  Forty six residents and Jim Miller reporter from the Finger Lakes Times. 

I. 7:00 pm Call to Order by Mayor Ron Alcock, City of Geneva 

2. Introductions: City Councilors/Town Board Members 

3. Comprehensive Planning Update: Mark Venuti, Town Supervisor and Sage Gerling, Director of 
Neighborhood Initiatives.  Both the City and Town are working on comprehensive planning this year and want to 
make sure that the plans do not clash with each other. Both have hired consultant teams to work with them.  The 
Town will have a public forum on December 6, 2014 with two opportunities to participate 9 – noon at West Lake 
Road Firehouse and 1-4 at North Side Firehouse. 

4. Wastewater Programming Update: Matt Horn, City Manager, presentation overview Exhibit “A.” This 
meeting is required by the terms of the current sewage disposal agreement between the Town and the City, to 
meet this year to discuss the future of joint operations.   

5. Community Based Research: Simon Corson, Hobart College, independent study project.  Presented 
his findings on Town and City Collaboration Opportunities. 

6. Discussion Regarding Collaboration: City Councilors/Town Board Members all agree that we need a 
strategy of where we want to go and to jointly collaborate to bring in Economic Development.  The City has a City 
Manager they use for their economic development person.  The Town uses the Code Enforcement Officer and 
works with the County Economic Planning Agency. Each official had a chance to speak, and many of the 
comments centered on Environmental Stewardship or Economic Growth.   Councilor Camera asked if the Town 
officials wanted to join the city in opposing the liquid petroleum gas storage proposal near Watkins Glen. 
Supervisor Venuti said the Town passed a resolution several months ago opposing that project. The Town has 
also in 2011 passed Local Law 2-2011 Amending Chapter 165 Zoning banning Hydrofracking. Supervisor Venuti 
also stated, town residents oppose the 7.4% water rate increase imposed by the city because city residents will 
not see their own bills increase.  City Manager Matt Horn said, the increase was imposed across the board, but 
the City Council decided to use its fund balance to offset the hike for the city residents.  Council Augustine said, if 
the Town has a way to do that they are welcome to do that.  Supervisor Venuti stated because of their multiple 
water districts the Town cannot use fund balance.  Councilmember Larsen said, it would be appreciated if the City 
when they are going to do an increase that effects the Town residents that they notify the Town before the Town 
Budget is completed. The Town Budget has to be completed by November 15th.  The City Budget has to be 
completed by October 31.  Officials from the Town and City agreed they had shared values and should work 
together where feasible to save money and provide better services. 

7. Resolutions Establishing Joint Collaboration Work Groups: 

TOWN OF GENEVA, NEW YORK 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD 

RESOLUTION NO. 110-2014 
 

Resolution No. 110-2014 - Town-City Water, Sewer & Drainage Work Group.  Motion made by Councilmember Nault, 
second by Councilmember Palmieri. 



WHEREAS the Town of Geneva and City of Geneva have agreed to explore establishing a Regional Sewer Authority; and 

WHEREAS research is needed into what it would mean to have a formal Regional Sewer Authority as opposed to informal 
and contract arrangements now in place; and 

WHEREAS research is needed into the limits of the City’s sewage treatment plant, e.g., how much expansion is possible, 
and how much regional growth is anticipated that could be looking to the City for sewage treatment; and 

WHEREAS the Town and City both provide water to parts of the region, and research is needed into the capacities of the 
two systems, the prospects for growth of users, and how growth would best be handled between the Town and City; and 

WHEREAS the City and Town should work together on drainage issues to control storm water flows between properties 
and protect Seneca Lake from adverse inputs; and 

WHEREAS it is in the best interests of the Town of Geneva and City of Geneva to explore areas where they can work 
together and coordinate efforts in these areas of water, sewer and drainage to better serve their residents and businesses 
and position the area for Smart Growth; now therefore it is 

RESOLVED, the Town of Geneva hereby establishes the Joint Work Group on Water, Sewer and Drainage, to be 
composed of two members of the Town Board, the Town Water and Sewer Superintendent, and up to two other members 
designated by the Town, and two members of the City Council, the City’s Director of Public Works, and up to two other 
members designated by the City, which group will meet at least three times a year, and report its findings and 
recommendations to the members’ respective governing bodies, with the first meeting to occur within 90 days of the date 
of this resolution. 

 I, Lorrie S. Naegele, Town Clerk of the Town of Geneva do hereby certify that the aforementioned resolution was 
adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Geneva on November 19, 2014   unanimously approved. 
 

Dated: ______________________, 2014                       _______________________________ 

         Lorrie S. Naegele, Town Clerk 

 

TOWN OF GENEVA, NEW YORK 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD 

RESOLUTION NO. 111-2014 
	  

Resolution No. 111-2014 - Town-City Transportation, Public Safety and Purchasing Work Group.  Motion made by 
Councilmember Larsen, second by Councilmember Nault.     

WHEREAS it is in the best interests of the City of Geneva and Town of Geneva to coordinate State, County, City and 
Town road and path activities for Smart Growth to support biking and foot traffic in the region and better control 
automobile traffic; and 

WHEREAS savings in equipment and other purchases for the Town and City could be realized by the Town and City 
sharing data on their inventories and replacement schedules and needs to attempt to reduce redundancies where items 
can be shared; and 

WHEREAS joint training and coordinated purchasing should also be explored to better serve the Town and City in the 
area of public safety; now therefore, be it 

RESOLVED the Town of Geneva hereby establishes the Joint Work Group on Transportation, Public Safety and 
Purchasing, to be composed of two members of the Town Board, the Fire Chiefs of the Town, the Ontario County Sheriff 
or his designee, the Town Highway Superintendent, and up to two other members designated by the Town, and two 
members of the City Council, the Fire Chief and Police Chief of the City, the City Comptroller and Director of Public 
Works, and up to two other members designated by the City, which group will meet at least three times a year, and report 
its findings and recommendations to the members’ respective governing bodies, with the first meeting to occur within 90 
days of the date of this resolution. 

 
 I, Lorrie S. Naegele, Town Clerk of the Town of Geneva do hereby certify that the aforementioned resolution was 
adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Geneva on November 19, 2014 unanimously approved. 
 



Dated: ______________________, 2014                       _______________________________ 

         Lorrie S. Naegele, Town Clerk 

 

 

TOWN OF GENEVA, NEW YORK 
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD 

RESOLUTION NO. 112-2014 
 

Resolution No. 112-2014 - City-Town Economic Development, Housing and Recreation Work Group. Motion made by 
Councilmember Nault, second by Councilmember Larsen. 

WHEREAS it is in the best interests of the City of Geneva and Town of Geneva to support economic development for the 
Geneva region; and  

WHEREAS it is in the best interests of the City and Town to support housing development in the Geneva area that will 
serve the needs of residents now and in the future; and  

WHEREAS the City has a recreation department and facilities used by Town residents, the Town has the Kashong 
Conservation Area open to the public, the Geneva Community Center is operated by the Boys & Girls Club of Geneva and 
is used by Town and City residents, and recreation and fitness options for area residents should be explored to determine 
if the Town and City can work together to better support the health of area residents; now therefore it is 

RESOLVED the Town of Geneva hereby establishes the Joint Work Group on Economic Development, Housing and 
Recreation, to be composed of two members of the Town Board, a member of the Town Economic Development 
Committee, a member of the Town Kashong Conservation Area Committee, and up to two other members designated by 
the Town, and two members of the City Council, a member of the City Industrial Development Agency board, a member of 
the City Local Development Corporation board, the City Recreation Department Director, and up to two other members 
designated by the City, which group will meet at least three times a year, and report its findings and recommendations to 
the members’ respective governing bodies, with the first meeting to occur within 90 days of the date of this resolution. 

I, Lorrie S. Naegele, Town Clerk of the Town of Geneva do hereby certify that the aforementioned resolution was adopted 
by the Town Board of the Town of Geneva on November 19, 2014 unanimously approved. 
 

Dated: ______________________, 2014                       _______________________________ 

         Lorrie S. Naegele, Town Clerk 

 

   

8. Public Comment: Residents spoke about the need for a wider variety of housing options.  A City resident 
suggested the officials consider a referendum to “make them a confederation, on Geneva,”  so they could meet 
together all the time. 

9. Adjourn: Motion to adjourn made by Councilmember Nault second by Councilmember Larsen.  Motion 
unanimously approved.          

 

8:16 pm. 

______________________________________ 
Respectfully Submitted 

 


